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Pokemon 101: What is Pokemon? 


THE HISTORY 

Pokémon® (pronounced Poh-kay-mahn) are a unique group of characters created by independent 
video game developer, Game Freak, and introduced in Japan in 1996. Originally called Pocket 
Monster in Japanese, they sprang from the creator's childhood fascination with collecting insects. The 
Pokémon franchise came to the United States in 1998. 


Pokémon is the collective name for the over 350 characters that one can find, capture, train, swap, 
collect and use in battle against one's rival in the quest to become a Pokémon Master. Each 
Pokémon specializes in one or two types of elemental abilities (such as grass, fire or water) to use in 
battles. Pokémon Trainers collect Pokémon from the wild and train them to battle each other and per- 
form other tasks. 


THE EVOLUTION 

The franchise began as a Game Boy® game --- which took 6 years to develop; however, the Pokémon 
universe did not stop there! A comic book and television series soon followed, escalating Pokémon 
into a full-fledged entertainment phenomenon in Japan and beyond. The world of Pokémon has now 
expanded to include the hit video games, a hit TV show on Kids WBI, five movies distributed in the 
U.S. by Warner Bros. and Miramax, flagship stores in New York, Tokyo, Osaka and Nagoya, toys from 
Hasbro, a collectible trading card game and an amazing array of licensed goods. 


THE VIDEO GAMES 

Pokémon for the Nintendo Game Boy was the first game ever to combine the adventure of role playing 
with the elements of toy and card collecting and trading, and two-player strategy and interaction. The 
goal of the Pokémon video game for the Game Boy Advance (the most popular hand-held system in 
the world!) is to find, capture, train, trade, and battle Pokémon, all in an effort to become the world's 
greatest Pokémon Master. Included in the vast Pokémon video game list of titles are: Red, Blue, 
Yellow, Gold, Silver, Crystal, Ruby, Sapphire, Pokémon Stadium and the recently released Pokémon 
Pinball: Ruby and Sapphire, to name a few. 
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THE TV SHOW 

The mega-hit TV show, airing 6 times a week on Kids WB! and 10 times a week on the Cartoon 
Network, follows the adventures of Ash Ketchum, a young Pokémon Trainer, on his quest to become a 
Pokémon Master. Ash and Pikachu, perhaps the most famous of all the Pokémon characters, and 
their friends, embark on adventures to pursue Ash’s dream of becoming a Pokémon Master. The 
Pokémon television show has continually ranked in the top three shows for kids ages 2-11. And its 
reign will not end any time soon: Kids WB! has renewed it until 2008. 


THE PHENOMENON 


¢ To date, over 110 million Pokémon video games have been sold worldwide — over 
38 million of those in the U.S. 


e Since 1998, the Pokémon franchise has exceeded 15 billion in worldwide retail sales. 


¢ Pokemon.com (the official Pokémon website) averages over 5.7 MM page views per week, 
with an average visit length of 14 minutes. 


¢ Pokémon remains one of the hottest video game properties: Pokémon Ruby and Pokémon 
Sapphire, sold nearly 4 million copies in their first 6 weeks of release in Japan, making them 
the country’s #1 game for 2002. To date, the Ruby and Sapphire releases have sold over 10 
million copies worldwide! 


¢ The Pokémon TV show is consistently in the top 3 shows for kids 2-11. 


¢ The world-famous Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade has immortalized Pikachu as one 
of their balloons. 


e Pikachu was named as one of the “50 Greatest Cartoon Characters of All Time” by 
TV Guide® magazine. 


¢ Four All Nippon Airlines jets are painted with Pokémon characters. 


¢ Pokémon Center stores worldwide: There are now stores in New York City, Tokyo, Osaka 
and Nagoya (Japan). 


